Wishing tree in Turkish culture is a tree adorned with pieces of fabric, coins, drawings and written messages attached to the tree with yarn, string or ribbons in hopes of fulfillment of a wish. The tradition derives from the Turkic Shaman rituals practiced in ancient Central Asia that consider trees sacred as the roots, trunk and branches  of a tree exist all three realms: the underground, earth and the heavens.  One can find dedicated, colorfully bejeweled wishing trees throughout Anatolia and Eastern Europe where some Turkic tribes have migrated to thousands of years ago. 

Furthermore, in time several different ancient traditions fused together to form new ones.  In contemporary Turkish culture, there is Hidirellez (Ederlezi )  which is observed on the night of May 5th.  It’s customary to tie coins encased in red onto a rose bush, along with drawings of one’s wishes and aspirations. Some create a visual resemblance of their wishes out of bean sprouts. Hidirellez is a deviation of numerous ceremonies and rituals that were performed  to honor the spirit of nature and various gods with the arrival of spring in Anatolia, Mesopotamia and other Mediterranean countries since ancient times. The name Hidirellez derives from the names of prophets Hizir & Ilyas Elijah), and it is celebrated as the day Hızır and Ilyas met on earth. One widespread belief suggests that Hızır has attained immortality by drinking the water of life on this day. He visits earth on the anniversary of this event and helps people in need. People consider him a source of bounty and health, regeneration and hope.  

Therefore, while wishing trees remain popular in general, it is believed to be especially potent to make a wish upon a rose bush at midnight on May 5th so that Hizir can see it as he strolls through earth and helps every soul achieve their heart’s desire. 
